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I.  This  Work  will  be  comprifed  in  two 
large  Volumes  in  O&avo,  neatly  printed 
by  B  askerville,  and  will  be  put  to  the 
Prefs  as  foon  as  a  fufficient  Subfcription 
is  raifed  to  defray  the  neceffary  Expences. 

II.  It  is  propofed  to  publifhthis  Work 
in  Six  Parts,  or  Numbers,  (Price  Two 
Shillings  each)  printed  on  the  fame  Type 
as  the  following  Addrefs,  with  all  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  conhftent  with  Accuracy  and 
Corre&nefs. 


An  ADDRESS  to  the  PUBLIC. 

THE  chara&er  which  Lieutaud ,  (at  prefent  chief 
phyfician  to  the  royal  family  of  France)  hath 
acquired  in  the  medical  world,  and  the  acknowledged 
merit  of  his  Synopfis  publifhed  by  order  of  his  Mofi 
Chrijlian  Majefly ,  are  fuch  as  render  all  apologies  for 
attempting  a  tranflation  of  this  ufeful  work,  unnecef- 
fary.  There  are  feveral  confiderations  which  will 
naturally  prompt  every  lover  of  fcience  to  promote 
this  undertaking;  for  in  the  firft  place,  there  is  not 
yet  extant,  in  the  Englifh  language,  a  medical  perfor¬ 
mance  fo  well  executed,  in  refpeft  to  thofceffential points, 
ufefulnefs  and  brevity,  as  what  is  now  offered  to  be 
mandated  from  Lieutaud;  and  again,  many  complaints¬ 
having  been  made,  efpecially  by  younger  ftudents,  of 
the  confufion  and  uncertainty  in  which  a  multiplicity 
of  books  injudicioully  compiled  and  of  doubtful  au¬ 
thority,  have  involved  them:  it  is  the  defign  of  the 
tranflator  to  remove  thefe  difficulties,  by  publifhing  a 
plain  and  comprehenfive  Synopfis,  fo  as  to  anfwer 
every  purpofe  infinitely  better  than  any  book  in  pre¬ 
fent  ufe  can  do.  This  work  of  Lieutaud' s  is  the  refult 
of  much,  ftudy  and  experience,  and  the  obfervations 
are  fuch  as  pra&itioners  may  fafely  rely  upon.  Our 
author  eminently  excels  in  method  and  precifion,  and 
his  medical  and  anatomical  (kill  defervedly  give  him 
a  preference  to  moft  other  writers.  He  reduces  the 
whole  fyflem  of  phyfic  to  one  point  of  view,  he  de- 
feribes  the  different  difeafes  in  queftion,  their  Diagnof 
tics ,  Prognojlics ,  and  various  fymptoms  in  a  clear  and 
accurate  manner;  adapting  at  the  fame  time  his  re¬ 
medies  with  equal  judgment,  though  he  avoids  crowd¬ 
ing  the  body  of  his  work  with  particular  forms  of 
preferiptions. 

A  tranflation  of  this  valuable  work,  it  is  prefumed, 
will  prove  not  only  ufeful  to  the  ftudent  and  pra&i- 
tioner,  but  alfo  acceptable  to  the  more  learned  of  the 
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Profeflion:  for  tho’  every  medical  gentleman  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  capable  of  reading  the  Latin  language  with 
facility,  yet  there  are  very  few  who  have  the  patience 
to  feek  through  a  barbarous  idiom  (in  which  foreign 
medical  Latin  is  generally  wrote)  for  fen  timent  and 
indrudiion.  If  the  tranflator  therefore  can  fave  this 
trouble  by  rendering  the  original  of  Lieutaud  into  a 
purer  language,  he  flatters  himfelf  that  he  fhall  per¬ 
form  a  talk  in  that  refpedl  meritorious,  which  is  all 
the  honour  he  afpires  to,  and  for  the  attainment  of 
which  he  is  content  to  undergo  the  drudgery  of  tran- 
flation,  and  engage  in  one  of  the  lowed  departments 
of'  literature.  In  refpedi  to  any  prejudice  againd 
Lieutaud  as  a  Frenchman,  it  is  fuperfluous  to  ob- 
ferve  to  fo  generous  a  people  as  the  Englifh,  that  no 
man’s  country  can  be  urged  as  an  objedlion  to  his 
genius.  Science  belongs  to  all  nations  however  op- 
polite  in  interefts  and  politics,  and  the  mod  hoflilc 
frequently  borrow  from  each  other  with  advantage, 
as  France  and  England  have  mutually  felt  and 
acknowledged.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  Science  is 
declared  to  be  totally  free  from  anv  party  difputes 
in  any  country,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  liberal 
minds  will  concur  in  advancing  the  intereds  of  that: 
however  they  may  differ  in  opinion  upon  other  fubjeCts. 

But  notwithdanding  the  evident  utility  of  his  plan, 
there  is  a  formidable  difficulty  which  occurs  to  the 
tranflator  in  refpedl  loilvz  expence,  which  wili  unavoid¬ 
ably  attend  the  execution  of  this  work  ;  an  expence 
greater  than  what  any  prudent  man  would  chufe  to 
rilk  alone,  upon  fuch  an  uncertainty  as  the  fale  of 
a  phyfical  book.  It  mud  be  a  long  time  before  any 
performance  however  excellent,  which  is  confin’d 
merely  to  Sience,  can  podibly  make  its  way  in  the 
world;  for  which  realon,  Authors  would  be  (deterred 
from  engaging  in  works  of  this  nature,  unlefs  abid¬ 
ed  by  the  generofity  of  the  Public.  To  this  previous  af- 
fidance^the  Tranflator  of  Lieutaud  flatters  himfelf  he 
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may  urge  fome  claim  from  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
jed:  a  favour  which  he  need  not  have  afked  in  behalf 
of  any  other  book,  if  adapted  to  the  prefent  fafhions, 
interefts,  and  parties  of  the  times.  But  for  this  work 
he  is  therefore  obliged  to  follicit  a  fubfeription  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  print  off7  one  edition,  and  to  indemnify 
himfelf:  this  is  all  he  requires,  being  willing  tofacri- 
fice  his  time  and  labour  in  the  caufe  he  has  under¬ 
taken.  He  begs  leave  moreover  to  remark,  th^it  as 
phyfic  mayjultly  be  confidered  as  a  very  important 
part  of  philofophy,  in  the  knowledge  and  improvement 
of  which,  amongfl  practitioners,  men  of  the  higheft 
rank  are  eventually  interefled  in  refped  to  their  own 
health  and  fafety ;  the  tranllator  hath  for  this  reafon 
ventured  to  follicit  thofe  for  a  fubfeription  whole  fla¬ 
ti  o  n  s  and  affluence  enable  them  to  lend  their  abidance, 
hoping  that  tliefe  motives  will  acquit  him  to  the  noble 
perfonages  and  other  gentlemen  of  didindlon  who 
may  be  applied  to,  of  any  feeming  impropriety  in  this 
addrefs  to  them;  for  he  prefumes  to  think  a  medical 
book  of  this  nature  will  be  ufeful  in  every  library» 
and  confequently  will  deferve  patronage  and  encou¬ 
ragement  as  much  as  any  other  literary  produdion. 

Upon  thefe  principles,  therefore,  the  tranllator  flat¬ 
ters  himfelf,  that,  in  this  undertaking,  hisleifure  hours 

will  be  employed  for  the  good  of  Society - and  that 

he  (hall  meet  with  encouragement  from  many  gene¬ 
rous  and  benevolent  perfons  not  belonging  to  the 
profeffion,  when  they  refled,  that  by  affifting  with 
their  fubferiptions  to  forward  this  work,  they  will 
become  inflrumental  in  the  improvement  of  one  of 
the  mod  falutaiy  and  neceffary  arts  (if  rightly  under¬ 
flood)  that  is  exercifed  amongfl  Mankind. 

N.  B.  Notes  will  be  occafionally  added  to  explain  the  properties 
of  feveral  medicines  recommended  by ' Licutaud,  and  to  give  fome  of 
the  belt  forms  of  prescriptions  nfed  in  French  pra&ice,  which  the 
Englilh  ftudent  will  find  it  neceffary  and  ufefnl  to  compare  with 
thofe  adminiftered  in  common  by  phylicians  of  moft  repute  in  this 
country.  Thefe  Notes  are  intended  to  form  an  Abridgment  of  the 
Second  Part  of  Licutaud's  Synojfis  including  his  Remarks  on  the 
Materia  Medica . 
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BOOK  the  FIRS  T. 

Concerning  Internal  Difeafes . 

SECTION  I. 

Of  General  Difeajes ,  or  fuck  whofe  Seat  is  uncertain . 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  Fevers  in  General. 

TH  E  Do£lrine  of  Fevers  with  the  differences 
arifing  in  each  remains  involved  in  obfcurity, 
notwithflanding  what  has  beefl,  faid  of  them  by 
fome  authors  of  reputation,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
pretenders  to  fcience,  who  being  too  much  addi&ed  to 
purfue  phyfiological  opinions,  or  becoming  mere  co¬ 
piers  of  the  hypothefes  of  others,  have  interlarded  their 
works  with  long  comments  or  unmeaning  difquifi- 
tions:  infomuch  that  it  is  difficult  to  feparate  what  is 
valuable  or  ufeful  from  what  is  uncertain  and  trifling. 
Hence  it  is,  that  many  eminent  phyficians  have  en- 
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5  Of  FE  VERS  in  General. 

tertained  a  doubt  whether  it  is  hot  better  to  fet  all  thefe 
afide,  and  to  depend  upon  fome  new  remarks  made  by 
ourfelves  and  carefully  fele&ed:  this  we  leave  to  the 
judgment  of  the  learned,  and  mean  while  will  proceed 
to  explain,  in  a  concife  manner,  fuch  obfervations  as 
have  occurred  in  a  pra&ice  of  thirty  years. 

From  the  flri£lefl  attendance  upon  the  fick  we  have 
been  able  to  note  only  four  fpecies  of  Continual  Fe¬ 
vers  ;  namely, 

i  ft.  The  Simple  Continual ,  fo  called  becaufe  it  holds 
in  the  fame  flate  without  exacerbations,  (fome  cafes 
excepted) :  the  flages  are  uncertain,  tho’  it  feldom  lafls 
longer  than  fourteen  days,  unlels  interrupted  in  its 
due  courfe  by  improper  treatment. 

sly.  The  Putrid  Continual,  accompanied  with  evi¬ 
dent  exacerbations  and  grievous  fymptoms,  feeming 
to  rife  from  a  certain  ill  difpofition  of  the  blood  and 
humours  tending  to  a  putrid  flate  ;  fo  thatthe  fever  fel¬ 
dom  declines  till  thofe  bad  humours  are  difeharged  by 
various  evacuations  ;  which  fpontaneous  and  critical 
difeharge  is  indeed  the  true  chara&eriflic  of  this  fpecies. 

3ly.  The  Burning  Fever ,  diflinguifhed  from  others 
by  an  intenfe  thirfl  and  inward  heat. 

4ly.And  laflly.  The  Malignant  Fever,  the  fymptoms  of 
which  rage  with  more  violence  on  account  of  the  brain 
and  nerves  being  affe&ed:  herein  it  differs  greatly  from 
the  others,  and  is  of  longer  duration,  and  frequently 
becomes  epidemical  or  peflilential.* 

The  Fevers  abovementioned  do  not  always  manifefl 
themfelves  by  certain  figns,  for  fometimes  they  pafs 
off  eafily  and  fometimes  continue  very  fevere :  in  fome 
cafes  thefe  various  fpecies  feem  to  refemble  each  other 
and  fo  nearly  as  not  to  be  diflinguifhed  without  diffi¬ 
culty:  for  which  reafon  we  need  not  wonder  that  many 
writers  of  good  credit  (at  the  head  of  whom  Hands 
Boerhaave)  fhould  fuppofe  that  fuch  fevers  were  only  the 
different  degrees  of  one  and  the  fame  difeafe;  nor  is 

this 
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this  opinion  contradi&ed  by  the  nature  itfelf  of  epi¬ 
demical  fevers,  which,  tho’  happening  at  the  fame  fea- 
fon,  and  in  the  fame  constitution  of  air,  will  alfume 
various  appearances  fimilar  to  other  diftempers,  here¬ 
by  deceiving  the  unwary  and  leading  them  frequently 
into  fatal  miftakes.  We  know  likewife  that  Continual 
and  Intermittent  fevers  bear  fome  refemblance  to  each 
other,  both  in  their  exacerbations  and  hated  pa- 
roxyfms  as  well  as  in  the  time  of  their  accefs,  re- 
miffion,  and  crifis ;  thus  the  Continual  often  appear 
at  firfl  as  Intermittent 5,  and  Intermittents  will  become  Con¬ 
tinual  But  notwithflanding  that  affinity  fubfifting 
between  them,  we  ffiall  endeavour  to  make  fuch  par¬ 
ticular  obfervations  as  may  lead  to  the  method  of  cure 
in  each.  The  fame  difficulties  attend  the  definition 
•of Sympiomatical  fevers ,  which  requiring  different  modes 
of  treatment,  ought  to  be  carefully  difiinguifhed  from 
the  effential ,  or  fuch  as  arifefrom  a  vitiated  ftate  of  the 
fluids.  Symptomatical fevers  are  the  offspring  of  other  dis¬ 
orders  from  which  they  take  their  names,  as  eryfipela- 
tous,  inflammatory,  dyfenterical,  catarrhal,  rheumatic, 
arthritic,  milky,  lochial,  cachetic,  fcorbutic,  8cc.  thefe 
are  plainly  known  by  their  attending  the  difeafes  in 
queffion,  viz.  fmalhpox,  mealies,  or  eryfipelas,  raffi,  in¬ 
flammation,  dyfentery,  catarrh,  rheumatifm,  gout,  Se¬ 
cretion  of  milk,  lochial  difeharges  fuppreffed,  and 
wounds,  contufionsK  burns,  8cc.  Whereas  we  cannot 
always  difeover  the  various  nature  of  others,  which 
derive  their  origin  from  plethora,  cachexy,  vitiated 
bile,  feurvy,  venereal  difeafe,  fcrophula,  hyfteric  and 
hypochondriac  affe&ions,  heat  of  the  blood,  bad  hu¬ 
mours,  and  worms  neftling  in  the  inteftinal  tube,  ob¬ 
structions,  internal  Suppuration  and  gangrene,  dif¬ 
eharges  fuppreffed,  eruptions  Striking  in,  milk  not 
rightly  formed,  exhaufted  Strength,  paffions  of  the 
mind,  infolation,  8cc.  Of  each  of  which  in  their  proper 
places.  Such  of  thefe  as  remain  at  prefent  obfeurely 
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treated  of,  muft  be  left  to  the  laborious  refearcbes  and 
enquiries  of  polferity. 

Thofe  authors  have  miftaken  their  aim  who  have, 
from  a  view  of  this  or  that  particular  fymptom  or  ap¬ 
pearance,  given  abfurd  or  inconfiftent  appellations  to 
fevers.  It  is  impoffible  to  tell  what  they  mean  by  the 
terms,  algida,  lipyrice ,  epialce ,  afodes,  *  8cc.  We  {hall 
therefore  pafs  over  thefe  idle  dreams,  and  come  to  mat¬ 
ters  more  worth  our  attention;  amongft  which  ano- 
molous  fevers,  fuch  as  belong  neither  to  the  fymptoma- 
tical  or  effential  fpecies,  deferve  notice.  Every  prac¬ 
titioner  knows  that  the  accefs  both  of  continual 
and  intermittent  fevers  is  fo  dubious,  as  to  make  it 
difficult  to  difcover  their  refpe<ffive  natures  immedi¬ 
ately:  fevers  of  a  bad  kind  efpecially  are  in  their  be¬ 
ginning  very  intricate,  (as  will  be  {hewn  hereafter)  nor 
are  there  any  certain  hgns  to  judge  by  till  after  the 
feventh  or  twelfth  day:  for  which  reafon  the  moll  ju¬ 
dicious  avoid  giving  any  pofitive  opinion,  unlefs 
when  an  epidemical  conftitution  of  air  determines  the 
doubt.  Phyficians  are  perplexed  with  many  other 
difficulties  in  judging  of  fevers,  which,  from  bad  re¬ 
gimen  and  injudicious  treatment,  may  be  changed  in 
their  appearance;  hence  they  may  become  complicated 
from  a  confufed  union  of  continual  and  intermittent, 
effential  and  fymptomatical,  acute  and  chronical,  &c. 
requiring  more  than  common  fagacity  to  diftinguifh 
the  difference. 

It  will  appear  from  what  has  been  faid  how  difficult 
it  is  to  afcertain  the  true  nature  of  difeafes,  or  to  judge 
of  their  event,  notwithflanding  what  Hippocrates  and 
his  methodizer  Profper  Alpinus,  together  with  many  of 
the  ancients  and  fome  moderns  have  endeavoured  to 

Thefe  and  many  other  fuch  barbarous  names  applied  to  fevers 
are  fo  very  abfurd  that  we  need  not  mention  any  more  of  them ;  the 
reader  may  find  them  in  the  writings  of  Hippocrates ,  Galen,  Aretaus ,  A- 
■vicenna ,  and  many  other  ancient  authors  too  tedious  to  be  quoted. 

lay 
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lay  down.  All  we  can  gather  is,  the.  uncertainty  of 
the  whole,  and  how  cautious  we  ought  to  be  in  de¬ 
claring  our  opinions  after  the  candid  example  and 
confeffion  which  Hippocrates  has  fo  honeflly  left  to  po- 
fterity.  But  however  there  are  fome  things  relative 
to  the  forming  of  a  Prognofiic  in  fevers,  to  be  deduced 
from  medical  authors  and  from  my  own  experience, 
which  it  is  worth  while  to  refer  to  the  reader1  s  confide- 
ration. 

We  will  begin  from  the  upper  extremities.  The 
face  as  an  index  is  generally  the  firft  objeft  of  our  no¬ 
tice;  from  a  nice  examination  of  which  feveral  prog- 
noilics  may  be  taken.  The  facies  Hippocratica ,  com¬ 
monly  fo  called,  is  deemed,  efpecially  in  the  beginning 
of  a  difeafe,  a  mortal  fymptom :  it  is  known  from  the 
fharpnefs  of  the  nofe,  hollow  eyes,  and  temples  funk 
in,  drynefs  and  leaden  colour  of  the  fkin,  8cc.  More¬ 
over,  an  unufual  rednefs  diffufed  over  the  coun¬ 
tenance,  a  flronger  pulfation  of  the  Carotid  arte¬ 
ries,  eyes  inflamed  and  difforted,  looks  fixed  or  wan¬ 
dering,  forebode  fome  haemorrhage  or  delirium.  The 
fight  impaired  or  loft,  (if  not  occafionedby  fmall-pox 
or  meafles)  the  eyes  immoveable  or  dim,  half  fhut  or 
convulfed  during  llumber,  denote  great  danger,  and 
involuntary  tears,  while  other  bad  fymptoms  increafe, 
foretel  approaching  death.  In  acute  cafes  a  flufhing 
of  the  cheeks  is  the  forerunner  of  a  feverifh  paroxyfm  ; 
in  others,  it  fhews  the  lungs  to  be  diftempered,  efpe¬ 
cially  if  the  noftrils  are  much  dilated  in  infpiration. 
When  the  countenance  appears  puffed  it  is  a  fign  of 
long  duration,  tho1  not  of  danger,  in  the  difeafe.  Erup¬ 
tions  of  all  kinds  attended  with  itching  and  breaking 
out  near  the  lips  and  nofe  promife  a  fpeedy  and  falu- 
tary  crilis. — We  may  obferve  concerning  the  month , 
that  intenfe  thirft  or  none  at  all  are  reckoned  bad  fym¬ 
ptoms  in  acute  fevers;  when  thirft  fuddenly  ceafes  we 
have  reafon  from  many  fatal  inftances  to  apprehend  the 

worft. 
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tvorft.  Trembling  of  the  lips ,  livid  or  black  aphthae  or 
fpots  and  difficulty  of  fwallowing  are  deemed  highly 
dangerous;  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  a (  dry  tongue 
parched  as  it  were,  and  covered  with  a  foul  cruft.  A 
Jpitting  does  no  harm,  but  on  the  contrary  is  efteemed 
falutary  in  the  fmall-pox  and  fome  epidemical  fevers. 
No  certain  obfervation  can  be  drawn  from  the  grating 
of  the  teeth ,  (exclufive  of  febrile  rigors  and  fhiverings) 
unlefs  we  know  whether  it  has  been  cuftomary  with 
the  patient  in  health  or  when  alleep. 

Violent  Head-aches ,  continual  watchings,  delirium, 
coma  or  lethargy,  convulfive  attacks  and  numbnefs  or 
infenfibility  of  the  parts,  are  dangerous  and  often  fatal 
ligns.  When  a  delirium  is  fucceeded  by  fleepinefs,  or 
-  if  convulfions  happen  immediately  after  profufe  difehar- 
ges  of  blood,  then  death  is  at  hand.  Bleeding  at  the 
nofe  fometimes  relieves  the  head,  and  in  general  pro¬ 
duces  no  bad  confequence  unlefs  it  becomes  immode¬ 
rate.  A  finging  or  noife  in  the  ears  need  not  alarm  us, 
nor  do  pra&itioners  apprehend  any  ill  confequence 
from  deafnefs,  efpecially  in  the  decline  of  the  diftemper. 
The  natural  difpofition  of  mind  in  our  patients  re¬ 
quires  to  be  duly  confidered,  for  perfons  of  dull  capa¬ 
cities  and  fearlefs  tempers  recover  more  eafdy  than 
thofe  of  bright  parts  or  the  timorous:  and  indeed  as 
many  difeafes  do  really  arife  from  terror  and  appre- 
henfion,  no  wonder  that  the  fame  caufes  fhould  be  the 
means  of  aggravating  them.  There  are  inftances  re¬ 
corded  of  the  furprifingeifedf  which  the  dread  of  death 
hath  produced  by  turning  the  hair  grey,  which  proves 
of  how  much  confequence  it  is  for  the  fick  to  avoid 
grief  and  anxiety,  and  for  the  phyfician  to  endeavour 
to  infpire  them  with  chearfulnefs. 

From  the  head  wenowdefeend  to  examine  the  breajl. 
In  refpe<ft  to  which  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  a  tueak  and 
tremulous  tone  of  voice ,  difficulty  of  breathing,  Jtertor  and 
hiccough  are  reckoned  very  dangerous,  fo  likewife  is  an 

anxiety 
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anxiety  about  the  praecordia  in  whatever  flate  it  affli&s 
the  fick;  but  we  muft  not  draw  bad  omens  from  that 
particular  tightnefs  of  the  breafl  which  is  oft  the 
forerunner  of  fome  critical  cutaneous  eruption.  Un¬ 
der  this  article  we  are  to  notice  the  Pulje ,  that  grand 
criterion  in  pra6lice,  and  index  of  the  flate  and  motion 
of  the  heart,  by  which  we  difeoverthe  degree  offlrength 
and  febrile  heat,  circum  fiances  of  the  utmofl  impor¬ 
tance.  A  moderate  pulfe  therefore  between  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  full  and  languid,  flrong  and  weak,  hard  and 
foft,  gives  hopes  of  recovery  from  the  equality,  due 
proportion  and  order  in  the  flrokes  of  the  artery :  on 
the  other  hand,  when  the  pulfe  is  fmall  and  contra&ed, 
unequal  and  irregular,  hard  and  quick,  it  indicates  a 
more  fevere  and  obflinate  difeafe  ;  when  it  is  weak 
and  intermits,  or  eludes  as  it  were  the  touch  of  the 
finger,  and  at  the  fame  time  faintings  come  on,  then 
death  is  at  hand.  Arteries  attacked  with  certain  fpafms  - 
or  beating  out  of  due  time,  prefage  no  good.  If  the 
pulfe  feems  to  be  near  its  natural  flate  and  yet  the 
morbid  fymptoms  increafe,  we  are  to  apprehend  a  fa¬ 
tal  event.  We  mufl  here  mention  thofe  paroxyfms 
or  exacerbations  which  returning  irregularly  or  every 
other  day,  do  not  threaten  danger;  but  when  daily  or 
twice  a  day,  or  oftener,  they  are  to  be  dreaded:  hap¬ 
pening  only  every  fourth  day,  they  denote  a  tedious 
difeafe,  and  are  proofs  of  that  affinity  fubfifling  be¬ 
tween  continual  and  intermittent  fevers,  which  we 
hinted  at  before.  Befides  this  examination  >of  the 
pulfe,  there  are  other  circumflances  to  be  attended  to, 
fuch  as  the  JubJultus  tendinum  fo  highly  dangerous,  and  a 
dry  Jkin ,  from  which  together  with  the  degrees  of  heat 
and  cold  we  form  variety  of  prognoflics  :  laflly,  an  un- 
ufual  tremor  of  the  hands  and  the  irregular  motion  of 
them  to  and  fro,  are  reckoned  amonefl  the  mortal 
fymptoms. 

To 
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To  puriue  our  method,  we  now  come  to  the  Abdo¬ 
men  or  lower  belly ,  from  obferving  the  hate  of  which 
many  indications  are  taken:  that  inflation  or  fwelling 
below  the  ribs,  which  is  common  in  fevers,  portends 
no  mifehief:  but  if  it  riles  beyond  ordinary  bounds, 
or  is  attended  with  violent  pain,  the  confequences  may 
be  fatal.  A  vomiting  at  the  beginning  of  thedifeafe  is 
falutary  in  general,  nor  is  it  amifs  in  more  advanced 
ftages  if  a  quantity  of  vifeid  or  bilious  matter  is  dif- 
charged;  but  it  is  the  reverfe,  efpecially  when  emetics 
and  cathartics  have  been  adminiflered  without  proper 
effect,  and  a  black  and  foetid  flime  is  evacuated.  A  purg¬ 
ing  fometimes  relieves  the  head,  but  if  it  continues 
violent  there  may  be  danger ;  involuntary  flools,  watery, 
frothy,  flimy,  accompanied  with  worms,  bloody,  black 
and  uncommonly  putrid  and  offenfive,  occaiion  much 
trouble  and  difficulty  in  the  cure.  In  refpe£l  to  the 
urine ,  if  it  is  difeharged  in  too  great  quantity,  light 
coloured  or  bloody  (efpecially  in  the  Small-pox)  or 
vifeid  and  brown,  thefe  circumflances  ought  to  alarm 
us;  when  it  either  totally  Hops  or  is  voided  involun¬ 
tarily,  the  difeafe  is  generally  dangerous  or  mortal: and 
when  it  is  flame-coloured  in  the  beginning  of  acute 
fevers,  it  denotes  ,  a  ffiort  duration  of  them,  but  how¬ 
ever  an  uncertain  event.  In  affe&ions  of  the  brain, 
if  the  urine  is  pale  or  bloody,  or  wine-coloured,  the 
prognoflic  is  bad;  if  it  is  turbid  and  appears  loaded 
with  various  matter  during  the  flate  of  conco&ion  in 
fevers,  things  will  fucceed  to  our  wiffi.  As  to  other 
prognoftics  which  Quacks  pretend  to  draw  from  cajl- 
ing  the  water,  (as  the  phrafe  is)  they  are  juflly  ex¬ 
ploded  as  fallacious.  * 

The  temperament  of  body  in  refpe&  to  perfpiration, 
is  a  matter  worth  attention  in  fevers,  whether  it  breaks 
out  gently  or  profufely.  If  the  quantity  of  fweat  is 
deficient  in  intermittents,  thofe  will  then  prove  obfli- 
nate.  Sweating  is  fometimes  fymptomatical,  for  when 
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it  precedes  the  febrile  fit,  it  is  unfavourable ;  when 
more  than  commonly  profufe  in  the  courfe  of  the  dis¬ 
temper,  or  when  it  becomes  continual,  clammy,  and 
foetid,  there  is  always  danger;  and  fo  much  more  in 
proportion  as  it  differs  from  its  ufual  flate,  either  in 
fmell,  confidence  and  colour.  Cold  fweats,  efpecially 
of  the  face,  prognodicate  death.  We  mud  not  be  ter¬ 
rified  at  fpots,  pudules  and  other  eruptions  appearing 
on  the  fkin,  as  they  frequently  bring  relief:  in  many 
fevers  a  breaking  out  near  the  mouth  proves  falutary, 
and  even  the  petechia  in  malignant  fevers  are  not  dan¬ 
gerous  in  themfelves.  The  Rigors  and  Horrors  which 
attend  febrile  paroxyfms  forebode  no  mifehief  unlefs 
they  continue  longer  than  ordinary,  in  which  cafe  the 
difeafe  will  be  protra&ed:  but  if  they  return  out  of 
due  courfe  of  time  or  too  frequently,  then  we  are  to 
fufpetd  a  latent  formation  of  matter,  or  a  delirium  or 
fome  other  grievous  fymptom.  As  to  that  particular 
fpecies  of  Olivering  termed  Horripilation  which  arifes 
from  hyderic  or  hypochondriac  affe£lions,  and  in  a- 
trophies  and  other  chronical  cafes,  we  lhall  mention 
it  when  we  come  to  treat  of  thofe  difeafes. — It  now 
follows  that  we  Oiould  briedy  fpeak  of  thofe  pains 
which  affli<d  the  fick  in  fevers;  in  whatever  part  arifing 
they  are  not  dangerous  unlefs  the  vifeera  areunfound. 
but  if  there  is  an  obdru&ion,  inflammation,  fuppura- 
tion  or  fphacelus,  the  confequences  may  be  fatal.  When 
pain  fuddenly  ceafes  without  any  alleviation  of  other 
l'ymptoms  the  fick  will  foon  die.  But  we  mud  .care¬ 
fully  make  a  didin&ion,  arid  except  fucli  pains  as 
have  their  origin  from  other  difeafes  and  are  aggra¬ 
vated  only  in  confequence  of  the  febrile  fit,  ("for  in- 
dance)  venereal,  fcorbutic,  rheumatic,  and  others  which 
are  in  fa<d  more  terrible  than  dangerous.  Such  are 
the  general  phanomena  in  fevers  from  which  the  indica¬ 
tions  of  death  or  recovery  are  to  be  taken,  tho1  we  mud 
ever  remember,  that  in  acute  cafes  all  prognodics  are 
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uncertain,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  be  cautious  in 
declaring  our  opinions.  Some  circumftances  occur  in 
fevers  which  require  only  common  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment,  others  demand  particular  remedies,  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  diffinguifh  the  fpontaneous  and  falutary  efforts 
of  nature  from  fymptoms  of  a  dangerous  tendency,  it 
is  neceffary  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  the  Crifis  of  a 
difeafe. 

There  are  undoubtedly  many  appearances  in  fevers 
which  flrike  the  unexperienced  with  terror,  and  which 
are  in  reality  only  the  forerunners  of  a  Crifis ,  or 
which  conflitute  the  Crifis  itfelf.  Indeed  we  may 
venture  to  affert,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  acute  fever 
but  what  may  be  judged  of  from  fome  critical  fymptom 
more  or  lefs  vifible,  notwithflanding  what  a  fewr  mo¬ 
dern  authors  fay,  who  by  their  impatience  in  praCiice 
and  in  pre fcribing  untimely,  interrupt  the  efforts  of  na  ¬ 
ture  and  defeat  her  intention.  Amongft  the  moft  fkil - 
ful  in  the  art,  men  who,  by  their  obfervations  on  the 
laws  of  nature  are  beff  qualified  to  judge,  a  Crifis  is 
allowed  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  fpontaneous  dif- 
charge  of  the  morbid  matter,  and  is  commonly  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  troublefome  tho1  falutary  commotion  in 
the  humours  of  the  body.  This  perturbation  in  the 
animal  oeconomy  fome  rafli  practitioners  abfurdly  en¬ 
deavour  to  quell,  to  the  manifeft  hazard  and  even  de¬ 
finition  of  the  fick,  who  are  made  to  fuffer  in  this 
cafe  more  by  injudicious  treatment  than  the  flruggles 
of  the  vital  powers.  Experience  teaches,  that  fevers  are 
removed  in  confequence  of  fome  evacuation  by  the  fe- 
veral  emun&ories  of  the  body,  or  thro’  the  pores  of 
the  {kin  ;  and  that  this  relief  is  effe&ed  by  fpitting,  hae¬ 
morrhage,  vomiting,  purging,  copious  difcharge  of 
urine  loaded  with  various  fubflances,  abfceffes,  buboes, 
boils,  efflorefcence,  cutaneous  eruptions,  8cc.  by  which 
means  the  difeafe  is  in  its  firft  principles  extinguifhed, 
and  the  feeds  being  eradicated  every  thing  returns  to 


Of  F  E  V  E  R  S  in  General.  x  i 

its  prifline  flate.  But  when  thefe  efforts  of  nature 
which  conflitute  the  Crifis  are  infufficient  or  irregular, 
the  diflemper  is  protra&ed  or  aggravated,  on  which 
account  it  may  be  ufeful  to  examine  the  do&rine  ad¬ 
vanced  concerning  the  critical  days  in  fevers. 

Thefe,  according  to  Hippocrates ,  are  reckoned,  from 
the  invafion  of  the  difeafe,  to  be  the  fourth,  feventh, 
eleventh,  fourteenth,  feventeenth,  and  the  twenty-firfl. 
Each  period  contains  three  days  and  a  half,  which 
little  agrees  (as  fome  have  imagined)  with  the  fuper- 
flitious  numbers  of  Pythagoras .  In  general  we  may 
obferve,  that  fevers  (even  in  fpite  of  improper  treat¬ 
ment)  will  terminate  in  death  or  in  recovery  on  the 
critical  days  abovementioned,  tho’  this  accurate  cal¬ 
culation  of  Hippocrates  may  be  extended  to  the  forty- 
fecond  day,  being  twelve  periods  of  three  days  and  a 
half.  It  is  known  that  true  tertians  fcarce  ever  dif- 
appear  till  after  the  feventh  fit  or  period,  that  inflam¬ 
matory  fevers  are  ufually  determined  on  the  fourth  or 
feventh  day,  a  peripneumony  on  the  fourth,  unlefs 
fuppuration  comes  on,  and  then  it  is  protra6led  to  the 
feventh,  fourteenth,  and  even  to  the  twenty-firfl  day  : 
the  meafles,  eryfipelatous  and  fcarlet  fevers  commonly 
go  off  on  the  feventh,  the  fmall-pox  appear  on  the 
third  or  fourth  day  from  the  attack,  and  maturate  on 
the  feventh.  In  Epidemical  fevers  we  have  many  in- 
ffances  of  a  critical  fweat  breaking  out  on  the  feventh 
day  and  relieving  the  patient;  but  it  would  be  endlefs 
to  mention  all  the  differences  that  happen  in  this  re- 
fpe6l.  Epilepfies  in  children  have  lafled,  according  to 
fome  writers  of  good  credit,  feven  months  and  fome- 
times  as  many  years  :  we  fay  nothing  here  of  the  pe¬ 
riodical  returns,  or  of  the  duration  of  the  Catamenia. 
— Thefe  are  the  natural  laws  and  principles  by  which 
fevers  are  regulated,  tho’  their  periods  will  now  and 
then  feemingly  vary  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of 
calculating  the  time  of  their  firfl  accefs. 
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It  appears  from  thefe  obfervations,  that  the  morbid 
matter  lurking  in  the  inmoft  receffes  of  the  vifcera  is 
by  the  a&ion  of  the  vital  organs  expelled,  an  opera¬ 
tion  which  conffitutes  what  is  called  concottion ,  the 
do&rine  of  which  is  perhaps  too  much  cried  up  by 
the  ancients,  and  too  much  negle&ed  by  the  moderns. 
For  certainly  whoever  attempts  to  pra&ifewith  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  would  avoid  making  his  profeffion  a  meer 
trade,  ought  to  pay  the  utmoft  attention  to  thefe  efforts 
of  nature,  and  confequently  obferve  this  procefs  of 
concottion  as  an  eflablifhed  principle  notwithftanding 
the  feeming  impropriety  of  the  word.  We  may  juft 
add,  that  the  critical  times  before  mentioned,  do  not 
always  exa&ly  conform  to  fixed  rules,  for  the  diffe¬ 
rence  of  air,  feafons,  age,  habit,  peculiar  method  of 
treatment,  diet,  flrength  of  conflitution,  and  a  thou- 
fand  other  circumltances,  will  fometimes  retard  or  ac¬ 
celerate  the  Grifis.  Sometimes  it  is  brought  about  in  a 
manner  imperceptible  to  us,  and  fometimes  it' never 
happens  at  all;  but  yet  we  fhould  not  relax  our  vigi¬ 
lance  in  obferving  thofe  days,  lead  we  fhould  be  led 
to  difturb  the  operations  of  nature  by  an  unfeafonable 
adminiftration  of  medicines. — For  amore  accurate  ac¬ 
count  of  this  matter  we  refer  to  the  French  Bi&ion- 
ary  called.  Encyclopedia,  wrote  by  the  famous  Bor - 
deu,  an  eminent  phyfician  of  Paris. 

It  may  juftly  be  inferred  upon  the  whole,  that  the 
more  fimple  method  of  treating  difeafes  is  in  fa&  the 
fafefl,  and  this  confifls  in  a  proper  ufe  of  venefe£lion, 
emetics  joined  with  cathartics,  diluting,  cooling,  tem- 
perating,  antifeptic,  fudorific  liquors,  and  anodynes, 
of  each  of  which  we  fhall  treat  particularly  in  due 
time.  But  great  caution  is  requifite  as  well  in  the 
adminiftration  as  the  choice  of  them,  for  fear  of  in¬ 
terrupting  inflead  of  affifling  nature:  whatever  fhe  - 
points  out  is  to  be  our  guide  in  pra£lice,  we  are  to  fol¬ 
low  (fays  Hippocrates)  where  fhe  leads,  as  without  her 
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aid  all  medicines  are  vain;  and  fhe  in  her  turn  re¬ 
quires  little  more  help  than  a  flender  regimen :  nay, 
even  meer  water*  alone  drank  plentifully,  yet  not  fo  as 
to  offend  the  flomach,  from  fix  to  twelve  pints  in  the 
fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  during  the  firfl  three  or  four 
days  of  the  fever,  has  proved  effectually  ferviceable  and 
faved  many  lives.  There  is  an  inffance  recorded  of  a 
certain  monk  of  Malta  who  ufed  to  order  the  coldefl 
w7ater  only,  both  for  medicine  and  aliment,  for  fo  long 
as  thirty  days,  in  cafes  of  acute  difeafes,  and  this  (how¬ 
ever  rafh  the  practice  may  feem)  he  did  with  good 
fuccefs:  nor  does  this  copious  dilution  with  water  or 
other  fmall  liquors  hinder  us  from  opening  a  vein  if 
the  blood  moves  with  too  much  velocity,  or  if  the  vef- 
fels  appear  turgid.  At  the  fame  time  the  firfl  paffages 
ought  to  be  unloaded  by  emetics  joined  with  cathar¬ 
tics,  and  I  can  venture  to  declare  from  much  expe¬ 
rience,  that  by  thefe  fimple  methods  alone,  fevers  have 
frequently  been  extinguifhcd,  or  at  leafl  many  bad 
fymptoms  have  been  prevented,  and  indeed  thefe  me¬ 
thods  will  facilitate  the  cure  of  any  other  acute  dif- 
t'emper:  but  the  fame  would  be  improper  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  much  reduced,  or  in  tender  infancy,  and  ex-‘ 
treme  old  age. 

Although  bleeding  is  defervedly  efleemed  a  neceffary 
remedy  in  the  cure  of  fevers,  it  is  not  fo  in  all;  and 

*  Wc  mull  make  proper  allowances  for  the  different  conditutions, 
and  cudoms  of  living  in  different  ages  and  nations,  before  we  at- 
r  tempt  to  eftablifh  this  as  a  general  rule.  In  the  primitive  times 
when  men  were  temperate,  their  bodies  were  eafily  reconciled  to  low 
regimen  and  aqueous  diluents ;  but  in  plethoric  habits  and  in  people 
accuftomed  to  high  food,  and  fermented  liquors  for  a  leries  of  years, 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  attempt  to  reduce  them  immediately  to  wa¬ 
ter.  A  change  mull  be  brought  about  by  degrees,  efpeciaily  in 
nervous  cafes,  in  which  wine  muff  be  given,  and  the  diluting  liquors 
ufed  to  affuage  third  muff  be  flightly  impregnated  with  grateful  herbs, 
aromatic  bitters  and  vegetable  acids,  in  the  choice  of  which  we  are 
to  confult  the  tade  or  particular  longing  of  the  patient. 
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an  improper  repetition  of  it  may  prove  dangerous* 
There  is  indeed  no  doubt  but  that  inflammatory  fevers 
require  this  evacuation  more  than  once,  but  vet  there 
are  fome  of  thefe  fevers  which  partake  of  an  epidemi¬ 
cal  conflitution,  under  which  circumflance,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  opinion  of/fetozandof  the  bell  pra&itioners, 
bleeding  does  harm.  Nor  are  we  in  any  fever  to  bleed 
indiferiminately  during  the  whole  Rage  of  it,  for  that 
operation  is  leldom  of  fervice  after  the  third  or  fourth 
day  from  the  attack,  except  in  fome  very  urgent  and 
extraordinarv  cafes;  a  caution  recommended  to  thofe 
who  are  too  fond  of  blood-letting. — It  is  allowed  by 
all  that  emetics  joined  with  cathartics  and  given 
immediately  at  the  firft  accels  are  of  eminent  fervice  ; 
for  when  thefe  evacuations  have  been  negle&ed  in 
acute  cafes,  the  fever  has  increafed  after  lofing  blood, 
becaufe  the  veffels  thus  emptied  have  afforded  free  ad- 
miffion  to  the  indigefled  bad  humours  in  the  firft  paf- 
fages.  But  yet  thefe  medicines  are  not  to  be  given 
without  great  circumfpe&ion  in  the  advanced  flate  of 
the  difeafe,  or  till  after  conco&ion  when  the  organs 
and  veffels  have  recovered  their  ufual  tone  and  offices ; 
for,  as  Hippocrates  fays,  the  concocfed  not  the  crude 
are  to  be  difeharged,  and  the  eflablifhed  rule  of  phyfic 
enjoins  the  pra&itioner  to  do  little  previous  to  this  le- 
paration  of  the  humours:  indeed  the  injudicious  and 
hafly  ufe  of  purgatives  will  frequently  occafion  fuch 
inordinate  commotions  as  no  anodynes  can  after¬ 
wards  appeafe.  Such  is  the  do&rine  of  the  great  maf- 
ters  of  medicine  amongfl  the  ancients,  a  doclrine  whofe 
truth  is  confirmed  by  daily  practice,  and  which  the 
wifer  moderns  in  general  obferve;  though  fome  mil¬ 
led  by  new  opinions  and  dreaming  of  nothing  but 
a  certain  putridity  in  fevers,  have  purfued  another 
tra<R  to  the  great  misfortune  of  their  patients.  Nor 
mufl  we  drop  this  fubjedt  till  we  have  examined  well 
the  properties  and  powers  of  the  medicines  in  quell  ion; 
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for  purges  are  given  with  two  intentions, — the  firft  is* 
that  the  bad  humours,  morbid  matter,  or  vitiated  bile 
lying  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines  may  be  difeharged, 
for  fear  of  their  being  conveyed  into  the  blood  by  the 
la&eals,  and  confequently  exciting  a  dangerous  and 
obftinate  fever:  therefore  it  is  neceffary  that  this  eva¬ 
cuation  fhould  be  attempted  (inftantly)  as  foon  as  the 
difeafe  appears.  The  fecond  intention  is,  that  the 
morbid  matter  affe&ing  the  blood  and  humours  may 
be  palfcd  off  by  the  inteftinal  canal  as  a  common  fewer, 
but  not  till  this  matter  is  feparated  by  the  aefion  of 
the  vital  powers  and  freed  from  its  own  {hackles  as  it 
were,  being  hereby  rendered  more  fit  for  purgation,  and 
more  eafiiy  carried  off.  Other  wife  it  cannot  efcape 
through  the  veflels  on  account  of  that  fpafmodic  con¬ 
traction  of  the  organs  occafioned  by  the  ftimulus 
from  the  cathartics:  under  this  circumflance  it  is  no 
wonder  that  thedefignof  the  preferiber  is  defeated  when 
he  attempts  to  purge  before  figns  of  concoBion  *  appear; 

-*  The  dextrine  of  concoBion  which  our  author  alfents  to  (induced 
no  doubt  by  the  refult  of  his  own  attentive  obfervation)  has  occafioned 
much  debate  in  the  medical  world,  and  like  other  controverted 
points,  remains  flill  involved  in  obfeurity.  By  concoction  we  are  to 
underhand  the  feparation  and  expuHion  of  the  morbific  matter  in  fe¬ 
vers  by  the  action  of  the  vital  powers,  and  not  that  fpecies  called 
digeftion,  which  is  no  more  than  the  conflant  and  regular  procefs 
in  the  alimentary  tube.  Thofe  nice  difiinctions  which  the  commenta¬ 
tors  on  Hippocrates  (Aphor.  xxii.)  affe£l  to  make  are  very  rarely  ob- 
fcrvable  in  pra&ice  ;  nor  do  the  figns  of  concoCtion  in  fevers  appear 
fo  manifeftly  in  every  cafe  as  to  point  out  the  precife  time  in  which, 
on  that  account,  evacuations  are  to  be  ufed.  In  refpeft  to  purging 
in  fevers,  it  is  generally  allowed  that  glyflers  are  tire  Left  forms  be- 
caufe  they  not  only  empty  the  inteftines  gently  but  ad  as  fomenta¬ 
tions  alfo :  Dr.  Freind  fays  very  fenfibly,  (de  Febrib.  Comment.  7) 
“  If  any  relief  is  to  be  fought  for  from  purgatives  in  fevers,  the  mo- 
44  derns  feem  to  have  given  the  beft  dire&ions  concerning  them  ; 
“  for  inflead  of  the  rough  and  ftrong  dofes  ufed  by  the  antients, 
44  they  order  lenient  and  gentle  medicines  whofe  operation  is  more 
44  fafe  and  more  manageable  at  the  option  of  the  preferiber.”  See 
alfo  Dr.  Glals’s  Com.  tire  Second  and  the  Seventh. 

and 
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and  it  is  obvious  that  feveral  grievous  fymptoms 
muft  unavoidably  arife  from  fo  abfurd  and  ill-timed  a 
pra&ice. 

To  proceed:  moll  phylicians  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  great  and  extenfive  ufe  of  diluent,  tempera- 
ting  liquors,  and  medicines  *.  Thefe  are  ferviceable  in 
every  ilage  of  the  difeafe,  to  reftrain  the  impetuous  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  blood,  to  render  the  impaded  and  condenf- 
ed  humours  fluxible,  to  relax  the  veffels,  and  to  affift 
the  fecretions.  The  pared;  water  is  fufficient  for  thefe 
purpofes,  and  perhaps  is  preferable  to  the  Ptifans,  A- 
pozems,  and  broths  which  in  fad  owe  their  virtue  to 
this  fimple  element:  but  as  there  are  fome  patients 
who  exprefs  a  diflike  to  water  by  itfelf,  on  this  account 
it  may  be  flightly  impregnated  with  cooling  herbs, 
and  rendered  palatable  by  the  addition  of  fugar,  honey, 
lemon  juice,  fyrups,  See.  Refrigerating  and  antifeptic 
medicines  are  in  high  efleem  to  quell  the  raging  hu¬ 
mours,  check  the  too  rapid  courfe  of  the  blood,  to 
prevent  putrefcence,  and  to  alfuage  that  inward  burn¬ 
ing  heat  which  infefts  the  vifeera.  Diaphoretics  and 
the  like,  are  of  great  fervice  when  the  fever  feems  in¬ 
clinable  to  go  off  by  perfpiration,  otherwife  we  muff  be 
careful  in  adminiftering  them,  notwithftanding  fome 
hypothetical  conjeciures  in  their  favour.  Anodynes  are 
unfafe  unlefs  very  fkilfully  managed,  for  they  are  apt  to 
occafion  a  ftupor  upon  the  vital  organs,  and  hinder 
concodion,  and  often,  during  their  adion,  throw  a  flat¬ 
tering  malk  over  the  difeafe,  which  may  perhaps  from 

*  Diluent ,  temperating  liquors,  and  medicines.  Our  author  has,  in 
the  fecond  part  of  his  Synopfis,  given  feveral  forms  of  preferip- 
tions  under  each  clafs  of  medicines  mentioned  in  the  text,  the  mod 
elegant  and  efficacious  ol  which  it  is  propofed  to  tranferibe  and 
range  all  together  in  an  Appendix ,  to  be  added  to  each  volume  of 
this  tranflation.  To  this  Appendix  wc  ffiall  therefore  refer  for  the 
formulas  belonging  to  every  clafs  hereafter  occurring,  and  recommend¬ 
ed  in  the  different  difeafes  treated  of  throughout  the  whole  work. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


MANY  difficulties  occur  to  the  Editor  of  Lieu - 
taudis  Synopfis  either  in  carrying  on,  or  difconti- 
nuing  this  Tranflation.  To  the  former  a  more  nume¬ 
rous  fubfcription  than  what  at  prefent  is  raifed,  is  ne- 
ceffary:  and  in  refpe£l  to  the  latter,  after  the  pains  and 
expence  already  bellowed,  and  the  trouble  given  to  the 
Subfcribers,  He  feels  himfeif  at  a  lofs  how  to  make 
an  apology.  In  the  prefent  State  of  Medical  Litera¬ 
ture  there  are  but  few  books  which  will  defray  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  publication  ;  and  whatever  the  merit  of  fuch 
works  may  be,  there  are  many  arts  requifite  to  make 
them  fell  with  which  authors  in  general  are  unac¬ 
quainted.  Hence  it  is  that  Literary  Property  becomes 
extremely  precarious,  and  that  but  few  individuals 
can  afford,  or  in  prudence  venture  to  undertake  works 
of  any  confiderable  extent  unlefs  fupported  by  Sub- 
fcription,  or  conne&ed  with  Bookfellers.  There  is  a 
very  fenfible  Tra£l  lately  publifhed,  entitled,  “  Obfer- 
“  vations  concerning  Literary  Property,”  (printed  at 
Cambridge ,  and  faid  to  be  wrote  by  the  eminent  and 
learned  Dr.  Law,  prefent  Bifliop  of  Carlijle)  in  which 
the  numerous  difficulties  and  inconveniencies  inciden¬ 
tal  to  Authors,  are  clearly  pointed  out,  and  the  nature 
and  various  caufes  of  them  well  explained,  to  which 
Pamphlet  the  Reader  is  referred  for  more  particular 
information  on  the  fubje£l  here  hinted  at.  As  to  the 
prefent  attempt  the  Editor  can  only  fay,  that  he  (lands 
acquitted  to  himfeif  in  his  intentions,  and  humbly 
hopes  that  the  Subfcribers  will  excufe  him  from  pro- 
fecuting  it  to  his  own  lofs,  as  the  Propofals  have  been 
in  the  particular  mode  in  which  they  were  difperfed, 
unfuccefsful.  In  refped  to  the  Public,  He  fubmits  with 
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that  deference  due  to  it,  the  Proposals  and  Specimen 
here  annexed,  being  hill  defirous  either  of  continuing 
the  work  by  fubfcription,  or  of  refigning  the  property 
into  the  hands  of  any  Bookfellers  who  choofe  to  en¬ 
gage  in  it. 

The  Editor  cannot  conclude  this  Addrefs  without 
returning  his  molt  humble  thanks  to  thofe  noble  Per- 
fonages  and  other  Gentlemen  who  have  already  ho¬ 
noured  him  with  their  Subscriptions,  or  confentcd  to 
have  copies  of  this  intended  Tranflation,  and  hopes 
he  may  without  offence  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
their  names. 

N.  B.  Gentlemen  who  choofe  to  encourage  this  Undertaking  ' 
are  requejled  to  give  in  their  jVames  to  the  Editor  in  Birm¬ 
ingham,  ( Letters  Pojl  paid)  or  to  William  Nicoll* 
N°  51,  St.  Paul\s  Church-Yard.  London. 
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